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Fuels Reduction Program
INRODUCTION

For the five county area including Big Horn, Carbon, and Stillwater counties, the Beartooth RC&D Area, Inc. is now providing a pre-disaster planning and fuels reduction program for communities and their outlying housing and residential developments.  Beartooth has obtained funding from federal and state sources to assist local planners and home owners with this process, and is supported by a network of resources including professionals from various agencies and organizations.
FUELS REDUCTION PROJECTS
Beartooth RC&D can enter into agreements with individuals or groups to cost-share the work required to reduce the amount of hazardous fuels around structures, along roadways, and in areas that protect life and property. Pilot projects have been undertaken many areas across the region to provide demonstration sites.  These sites allow individuals the opportunity to view a completed project and begin thinking about how that might apply to their own property.  We provide professional fuels reduction planning and mitigation advice at no cost through our fuels specialist, Dick Rath as well as local fire department officials.  We also provide 75% cost-share funding to remove fuels from around homes and structures.  We have a list of qualified contractors for landowners to select from, or in some cases landowners may do their own work.
The process is basically as follows:

1. Landowner completes an application to participate in the program

2. A list of contractors is provided to the landowner (landowner may have already selected a contractor)

3. Project is marked and a fair-cost assessment is completed by fuels program personnel

4. Contracts are signed between landowner and RC&D, and landowner and contractor

5. Mitigation work is completed
6. Project is inspected and approved by fuels program personnel

7. Contractor is paid by landowner; expenses/invoices are submitted to program manager

8. Reimbursement request is submitted to funding entity

9. Landowner is reimbursed for expenses
PLEASE CONTACT DICK RATH OR CHRIS MEHUS (406) 962-3914 WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS PROGRAM.
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